Previous open heart operation: a contribution to impaired outcome after cardiac transplantation?
There is still debate about whether previous cardiac operations are a risk factor for patient outcome after cardiac transplantation. As waiting lists for cardiac transplantation increase, adverse outcome criteria should be identified. To assess this problem, we retrospectively analyzed 53 patients with previous cardiac operations before heart transplantation and compared them with 53 control patients matched for sex and age. Patient groups were analyzed regarding their preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative variables and survival. Ischemic times were comparable in both groups, but the duration of the operation was significantly longer in the study group (206.5 +/- 62.5 minutes, versus 156.0 +/- 36.7 minutes in controls; p < 0.05). In addition, postoperative blood loss was greater for the patients with previous cardiac operations (1,360 +/- 260 mL, versus 730 +/- 310 mL for controls; p < 0.01). Postoperatively, the rate of rejection episodes and the incidence of graft atherosclerosis were comparable within the first 2 years. However, survival was significantly reduced in the study group (60.1%) after 4 years (versus 83.1% for controls; p < 0.05). Heart transplantation in patients with previous cardiac operations will lead to an impaired overall outcome. In addition, these patients have more postoperative complications.